
Weekly Devotions 
South Holburn Church 

14th July 2020 
 
READINGS 
 
GOD said … 
 “The Israelites cry for help has come to me, and I’ve seen for myself how cruelly they’re 
being treated by the Egyptians. It’s time for you to go back: I’m sending you to Pharaoh 
to bring my people, the People of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
 
Moses answered God, “But why me? What makes you think that I could ever go to 
Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 
 
 “I’ll be with you,” God said. “And this will be the proof that I am the one who sent you: 
When you have brought my people out of Egypt, you will worship God right here at this 
very mountain.” 
 
 Then Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the People of Israel and I tell them, ‘The God of 
your fathers sent me to you’; and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ What do I tell them?” 
 
God said to Moses, “I-AM-WHO-I-AM. Tell the People of Israel, ‘I-AM sent me to you.’” 
 

(And in Chapter 4 the story continues) 
 

Moses said, “Oh, Master, please! Send somebody else!” 
 
      Exodus 3:1 - 4:17 
 
 
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five 
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
 
      John 6:8-9 (New International Version) 
 
 
We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would 
be less because of that missing drop… 
Love cannot remain by itself – it has no meaning. Love has to be put into action, and that 
action is service.”        
      Mother Teresa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECTION 
 

One of the most powerful stories to emerge from the lockdown has been the story of 
Captain Tom Moore (or Captain Sir Thomas Moore as he is now known).  In order to 
celebrate his 100th birthday, Captain Tom decided to walk 100 lengths of his garden and 
ask people to sponsor him so he could give some money to the NHS.  His story captured 
the hearts of the nation and by the 100th lap of his garden, every TV station was present, 
the military provided a guard of honour, there was flypast by the RAF, he was featured in 
a number one hit song and millions watched his final circuit.  But, most importantly, 
Captain Tim finished by raising £33 million for the NHS. 
 
He started out with no such intentions.  He simply wanted to mark his 100th birthday by 
doing a little something for others.  To offer a little money to the NHS, his initial target was 
£1000.  But so much came out of his actions. 
 
We are faced with so much in the world.  The problems and the challenges seem 
enormous.  The needs before us seem like a gaping hole we could never hope to fill.  So 
often our response is “What difference can I make?  I am only one and the need is so 
great.”  Yet the simplest of actions can make such a difference. 
 
The same is true of our faith.   As Christians we also so often say “What difference can I 
make?”  Our faith is very personal, and we keep it to ourselves.  But God asks more of us 
than that.  I love the story of the feeding of the 5000 quoted in our readings today.  In the 
face of so many people five loaves of bread and two fish seems a ludicrous amount – 
Andrew even emphasises just how little there is by saying, not that there are five loaves 
and two fish, but that there are five SMALL loaves and two SMALL fish.  But somehow 
God’s economy is different and the little becomes enough (more than enough in fact 
because there is plenty left over after everyone has been satisfied). 
 
As Christians we are called to reflect God’s love in our world.  As Church we are called to 
live bearing witness to God’s love in our communities.  But what can we do?  How can we 
make a difference?  We can do something.  We can do a little.  We can care for one.  
We can make one act of kindness.  We can speak one word of hope.  We can take the 
time with just one person.  We can offer one prayer with someone.  And in God’s 
economy the little grows and becomes enough. 
 
What is the something that you can do today? 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
Lord God  
You create, 
You create out of nothing, 
When you speak things happen; 
Where there was only emptiness, nothingness, 
You brought forth a world, a galaxy, an infinity of stars, life. 
 
So Lord speak in our lives, 
Bring forth hope and joy, peace and comfort, 



Where we have need may we know your provision. 
 
Lord that we are not merely receivers of your goodness, 
For we are called to share you love, your message, your hope in our world. 
But Lord there is so much need, 
So much hate, so much destruction, so much that feels wrong, 
We feel utterly unable to do anything. 
 
Teach us your economy, Lord God, 
Where the little things that we can do make a big difference, 
Where our actions, 
However small, offered however haltingly, 
By your grace and glory 
Make big differences. 
 
In Jesus name we offer our prayers, 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 


