
Weekly Devotions 
South Holburn Church 

6th October 2020 
 

READINGS 
 
This is what God the LORD says— 
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 
who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: 
“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the 
Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the 
dungeon those who sit in darkness.” 
       

Isaiah 42:5-7 
 
 
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”). 
  

Matthew 1:22-23 
 
 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 
light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
       

Matthew 5:14-16 
 
  
The cross must be raised again at the centre of the marketplace as well as on the steeple 
of the church. I am claiming that Jesus was not crucified in a cathedral between two 
candles, but on a cross between two thieves; on the town garbage heap, at a crossroads 
so cosmopolitan they had to write His title in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. At the kind of 
place where cynics talk smut, and thieves curse, and soldiers gamble, because that is 
where He died and that is what he died about and that is where churchmen ought to be 
and what churchmen should be about. 
       

George MacLeod 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECTION 
 
Our quote this week comes from George MacLeod.  He was a minister in the Church of 
Scotland and a deeply influential figure in many lives.  He had served as a soldier during 
the First World War and was much impacted by his experiences at Flanders, Ypres and 
Passchendaele.  He founded the Iona Community and began the rebuilding work of the 
Abbey on the island.  At times he was a controversial figure who challenged the church, 
but notwithstanding that he was greatly respected and was elected moderator of the 
Church of Scotland in 1957. 
 
MacLeod saw the desperate need amongst those who were poor and often ignored in 
Scottish life.  For him, faith only made sense when it was lived out where life was lived.  His 
quotation reminds us that God plants himself firmly in human experience in Jesus.  God in 
Christ is with people amid life, both the joyous and the desperate, bringing hope and love 
and good news.  And, as God’s people and as God’s church, we reflect God best when 
that is where we also live our faith.   
 
In our time - these days of COVID 19, of talk of a second wave - where are the needs 
around us?  How can we respond to those needs in a way that makes a real and 
practical difference, but which also points beyond us to the love of God, held out to all?  
Answering those questions will take us beyond the walls of the church, beyond the realms 
of a personal and private faith that we keep to ourselves and make us kind of people 
Jesus is talking about in Matthew 5, people who stand out with God’s love. 
 
For each of us that starts with small steps. Look around you.  Who is sad?  Who is lonely?  
Who is in need?  What can you do to help?  How can you show the love of God? 
 
 

PRAYER 
God of the heavens, 
Almighty and all-powerful, limitless and holy. 
God of the incarnation, eternal one who is with us. 
Baby born in a stable, body broken on the cross. 
God who shares the laughter of friends, 
Who witnesses the suffering of the poor and the broken. 
God who cries at the graveside of dear one, 
Who heals the deaf and the lame and the blind. 
God who changes lives, 
Who sees the hated tax collector turned benefactor, 
The fallen women lifted up. 
God comforts and confronts. 
 
God be with us now 
Bring us your comfort in our need 
Bring us your peace in our concerns. 
Bring us your call to love,  
Your vision to see a need, your passion to respond. 
 
In Jesus name we pray 
Amen. 
 


