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READINGS 
 
Some of the pictures I have seen in this pandemic will stay in my mind forever.  I have this 
image in my mind that I can’t shake.  It is of an elderly woman who is smiling out her 
window and waving.  The first time I went by and I saw a woman with a baby waving 
back and laughing with her, I thought it was so nice that her granddaughter was visiting.  
The next time I went by her window she was smiling at me and Lydia, and I realized she 
must be lonely and just wanting someone to say “hello”.  So, Lydia and I look for her and 
enjoy going by and saying “hello” whenever we pass her window.  I saw another woman 
showing someone some scones through her window…I hope she dropped them off at the 
door before she left! 
 
I thought how odd it would seem if you did not know a pandemic was happening.  Why 
in the world would people be communicating through windows?  Yet, sadly, for many this 
might be their only contact each day.  Seeing through a window is a poor reflection of 
reality.  It is definitely better than nothing, but it is not what one would choose given a 
choice.  Being in person with someone and having a conversation and seeing something 
face to face is far better. 
 
I wonder how often we see the world in skewed ways through dirty glass or rose coloured 
windows.  How can we know what perspective we should take on important issues and 
perspectives?  Thankfully for Christians, we have the Bible as a place to look for right 
perspective, and we have Jesus as our example to follow.  Yet, we still often do not see 
clearly. 
 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; 10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 
 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians in this so-called “love” chapter to show them how to get 
along with each other and to remind them what family relationships should look like.  They 
were all in the same Christian family, yet they were not getting along.  They had forgotten 
what it looked like to love, forgive, bear with and care for one another.  Paul reminds 
them that we only see in part just now but some day we will see what true love for people 
looks like.  When Jesus comes again, we will be fully known and will see all the partial 
truths and mistaken ideas we held.  It will not be important then because the brokenness 
of this world will be gone, but for now we must strive to see the world like Jesus does, even 
though it will be imperfectly.   
 



I cannot love perfectly, but I can do my best to live out the message of faith, hope and 
love throughout my life.   
1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he[a] is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 
he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18 Little children, let us love, not 
in word or speech, but in truth and action.  
 

I John 3:1-3, 16-18 
 
I John reminds us that we are loved lavishly by a living God, and we know love because 
Jesus laid down his life for us.  Lent is a time to meditate on the love of God for each of us 
as he laid his life down on the cross.   
 
I am always amazed when I think of the depth of that love.  God loved me enough to set 
aside his majesty and to suffer and die so that I might know a relationship with the Creator 
of all.  I John goes on to tell us that we love not in words or speech but in action and in 
truth. 
 
My faith needs to be active to be living.  I am not called to hog up all that love for myself, 
but I need to share it with others to reproduce the laying down of self that I see in Jesus.  
Yes, I can’t fully comprehend it, but I can see in a mirror dimly.  One day it will be all be 
clear, but for now I can take in as much of that love as I can. 
 
Yes, I wish I could hug that lovely lady with the beautiful smile who so enjoyed seeing 
Lydia, but I can trust that one day we will all see each other and God face to face and all 
of this glass between us will be removed.  For now I can still smile and wave at her in the 
window! 
 
 

REFLECTION 
 
‘Thomas Merton wrote, “there is always a temptation to diddle around in the 
contemplative life, making itsy-bitsy statues.”  There is always an enormous temptation in 
all of life to diddle around making itsy-bitsy friends and meals and journeys for itsy-bitsy 
years on end. It is so self-conscious, so apparently moral, simply to step aside from the 
gaps where the creeks and winds pour down, saying, I never merited this grace, quite 
rightly, and then to sulk along the rest of your days on the edge of rage. 
 
I won’t have it. The world is wilder than that in all directions, more dangerous and bitter, 
more extravagant and bright. We are making hay when we should be making whoopee; 
we are raising tomatoes when we should be raising Cain, or Lazarus. 
 
Go up into the gaps. If you can find them; they shift and vanish too. Stalk the gaps. 
Squeak into a gap in the soil, turn, and unlock-more than a maple- a universe. This is how 
you spend this afternoon, and tomorrow morning, and tomorrow afternoon. Spend the 
afternoon. You can’t take it with you.’ 
 

 Annie Dillard in Pilgrim at Tinker Creek 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30564a
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2280883


How wonderful to imagine that the world and universe is so much greater than we can 
see it now.  Isn’t it awe inspiring to grasp that idea that God’s love and care for us can’t 
be contained in our human minds?  It is so big and vast that we will only fully comprehend 
it when we are in eternity.  Until now, we just see a mere reflection of it.  Annie Dillard 
encourages the reader to gaze upon a wider world that has so much more to offer than 
what we can see through a dim glass.  Perhaps all of these weeks of being safe and living 
quietly will challenge us to take risks and to try and envision what great plans God might 
have for us that go beyond the quiet and contemplative.  Perhaps God wants to meet us 
in the rush of our busy day.  Perhaps we need to see God in places like windows and 
imagine him trying to get our attention, smiling and waving back at us.   
 
When you see a sunset, are you in awe of the vastness of our creator?  When you grasp 
the hand of a child or grandchild, do you feel the hand of God pressing into your palm?  
When you look into the eyes of someone you love, do you see God’s love staring back at 
you?  So many big and small ways are opportunities for the vastness of the world to seep 
into the little cracks of our life.  No, we cannot fully see God, but we can see the depth of 
his care in the death of his son, in the heart-wrenching pain of the crucifixion. 
 
Lent draws us into the shadows and leads us beside the quiet waters and beckons us to 
come and look…to bend down and receive all the love that God so longs to share with 
us.  Soon my friends we will see it all completely, just now we see it through a glass 
dimly…but oh isn’t it magnificent?! 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
Loving God,  
Thank you for giving us opportunities to glimpse your glory. 
Even though we cannot fully comprehend your love in this life, 
You give us visions for the future and an ability to see beyond the present struggles. 
Help us to take the time to wave to those who are behind the windows of our lives, 
Keep us loving in action and in deed. Thank you for laying your life down for us that we 
might know true life and love. 
In Jesus Name,  
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 


