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READINGS 
 
Take a moment right now and look out into your garden or into the park near your house.  
What do you see?  If I look out into my garden, I see an explosion of colour breaking forth.  
There is a tree with pink flowers and another with white buds.  There are red and yellow 
tulips still blooming and other random hues of purple and pink sprinkled into the mix.  
Spring has definitely arrived!  Though the temperatures might not be heating up, the grass 
is growing and the buds are exploding.  It is a lovely and beautiful time of year!   
It was not too long ago that my garden was dark and dismal, when the grass did not 
grow and the buds were not on the trees.  During those times I knew something better 
was coming but could only use my experience of past springs to imagine what it would 
be like this year.   
 

17Though the fig tree does not blossom, 
    and no fruit is on the vines; 

though the produce of the olive fails 
    and the fields yield no food; 

though the flock is cut off from the fold 
    and there is no herd in the stalls, 

18yet I will rejoice in the LORD; 
    I will exult in the God of my salvation. 

19GOD, the Lord, is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    and makes me tread upon the heights. 

 
Habakkuk 3:17-19 (NRSVA) 

 
Habakkuk was likely writing during the time just before the fall of Judah to the 
Babylonians, prior to 586  BCE.  He knew that in the past people had known prosperity, but 
they were slowly losing their lifestyle and privileges, to the Babylonians.  They needed to 
lean on God for strength and hope in the midst of this time of despair.  This text is written 
like a psalm, and it is meant to evoke pictures and melody.  When we look at the 
beautiful outdoors and are in nature we are often lifted out of our circumstances and 
reminded how much bigger God is than us.  We may be going through a time of struggle, 
but God is the one who provides for us and give us what we need.  The Lord is the one 
who helps us to get onto the heights and to look beyond our circumstances. 
 

1‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make 

it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 

bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
 

John 15:1-5 (NRSVA) 
 
 



REFLECTION 
 
Habakkuk paints a beautiful picture of God bringing fruit after there has been none, of 
God providing after barrenness.  The gospel of John goes on to tell us about a story Jesus 
told of a different kind of garden.  This picture story reminds us that we are a part of the 
beautiful living network of God’s work in the world.  We are meant to stay connected to 
the vine that we might produce fruit.  If all our gardens had their pruning done during the 
wrong season we would be in trouble as the plant would not grow strong and bright. 
 
Spring is a good time to prune our bushes except if we have bushes that are about to 
bloom.  We would want to wait until after they bloomed to cut them back.  It is all about 
the timing and staying connected to the vine.  When the time is right, we will see the 
flowers and the buds on the trees burst forth.   
 
Perhaps we all need to look deeply at the garden of our lives.  Sometimes we might be 
feeling like we are in winter, a bit tired and weary of living the Christian life.  There are no 
buds or evidence of life in our garden.  We go through valleys of struggle and uncertainty.  
Yet when we stay connected to God, we are still growing under the surface of the 
difficulty we face. We sometimes go through times of spring and that always follows the 
winter.  We have opportunities to see fresh fruit and new beauty in the garden of our lives 
because we have stayed connected to the Lord.  We face growing seasons too, such as 
a time of summer or times where we feel as though we are dusty and dry such as we 
might be in the autumn within our lives. 
 
In all of these seasons of our lives, we do not always see fruit but when we stay in 
relationship with the living God, we have a source of new beginnings and new life always 
springing up within us, even when it is not visible to others.  There will be hard times where 
we are pruned or feel alone but if we keep walking forward, keep seeking God’s truth in 
our lives, then we will remain on the vine and growth will continue. 
 

All growth that is not toward God is growing to decay. 
 

- Scottish novelist and theologian  
George MacDonald 

 
We can go through times where we are not focusing on God, where we are not 
remaining in Him.  It is in those times that we will find our hearts becoming dull to the things 
of God and our minds becoming clouded with our own wants and desires.  We will face 
decay in our lives as we grow further and further away from God and away from the vine 
that feeds us.  Spending a bit of time with God in his word daily and in prayer is like 
spiritual plant food for the garden of our lives…we need it to thrive!  We do sometimes 
need to prune back the things that distract us and pull us away from God, because 
otherwise our lives will fail to produce fruit.   
 

The stiff and wooden quality about our religious lives is a result of our lack of holy desire. 
Complacency is a deadly foe of all spiritual growth. Acute desire must be present or there 

will be no manifestation of Christ to His people. 
 

– A.W. Tozer 
 



Tozer reminds us if we allow our ‘religious life’ to become stiff, we will find that we have lost 
our holy desire to serve and follow God.  When we feel bored in our relationship with God, 
we might want to consider why we are stuck.  Surely God is not boring, if we allow Him, 
the Lord leads us on grand adventures.  However, when we feel like we are not growing 
perhaps we have allowed the weeds to choke out the growth in the garden of our lives.  
Perhaps we have allowed our branches to grow without the surgery of God’s pruning.  
Perhaps we have lost the thirst for water that our roots need to spread.  We may have 
even lost our thirst for God and become complacent within our faith. 
 
If we want a beautiful, deep, and meaningful life with God we need to tend our garden 
and let it grow.  We need to stay connected to the vine otherwise we will be an 
overgrown mess. 
 
A little perspective is always helpful!  A few moments away to consider the state of our 
garden can do lots of good.  You have probably heard of the expression “spring 
cleaning” well let me encourage us all to do a little sprucing up of our gardens too. May 
we allow God to do some spring cleaning in our lives as we stay connected to the vine, 
feeding ourselves with the Word and with prayer.  May we allow God to prune us so we 
will produce much fruit in His eternal kingdom! 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
Creator God, 
We are grateful for the nourishment you send us, 
for your Word that grows us and your love that helps us to thrive. 
We are thankful for the streams in the desert of our lives, 
for the encouragement you send us in the form of others and the reminder we are never 
alone. 
We thank you for your willingness to cut back our branches even when it hurts, even when 
we fight you on it. 
Help us to trust that you are growing us into a beautiful garden. 
Help us to remain connected to you, now and always, in good times and in the hard ones 
as well. 
 
In Jesus name we offer our prayers, 
Amen. 
 


