
Weekly Devotions 
South Holburn Church 

15th February 2022 
 

READINGS 
 

In you, LORD my God, I put my trust. 
I trust in you; 
do not let me be put to shame, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, 
but shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. 
Show me your ways, LORD, teach me your paths. 
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, 
and my hope is in you all day long. 
 
      Psalm 25:1-5 
 
 
 
For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.  I will be found by you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and will bring you back from 
captivity.  I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,’ 
declares the LORD, ‘and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into 
exile.’ 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 
 
 
 
 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the will of God. 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.  
 

Romans 8:26-28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFLECTION 
 
I think that I know Aberdeen City pretty well by now.  I have lived here since 1986, over 35 
years.  I have driven all over the city.  I know my way around!  But recently I got confused, 
and I got lost.  In my defense it was not my fault.  There were road works and a diversion - 
which I followed.  But I am not sure if I missed a sign or if there was no sign.  But, whatever 
the reason, I ended up completely lost, no idea where I was and no idea in which 
direction to go.  I had no signs, no landmarks that I recognized to guide me.  I was 
disorientated and lost.   
 
I remember reading about people driving on the new bypass just after it opened 
experiencing the same thing.  They could not work out where they were on the new road, 
despite having lived locally all their lives.  And, of course, satnav was no use because it 
had not been updated and just showed that they were in the middle of nowhere.  They 
were lost, even in the place that they thought they knew so well. 
 
It's amazing how easy it is to get lost even in well-known places!  All because the usual 
signs which we take for granted are not there to guide us. 
 
David who wrote Psalm 25, one of our readings for this week, drew often from his 
experience as a shepherd.  One of the things he learned was that the sheep needed 
guidance to choose which path to follow.  He, the shepherd, had to show them which 
way to go ahead. He had to be the guide, otherwise they wander aimlessly and get lost. 
 
So it is in our faith.  In these challenging times, when the future of the church seems so 
unsure, as Christians we can feel like we don’t know which way to turn.   What does living 
our faith mean in our world today?   
 
But the good news is that we are not expected to have all the answers.  Instead, just like 
David the shepherd, we are asked to trust God.  To look for God to be our guide. 
 
Too often we try to do things on our own, but that is like driving without signs.  God’s call to 
us is not that we must make the perfect church or live the perfect life.  Instead, God’s call 
is to relationship, to friendship with himself.  And God’s promise is that he will always be 
with us.  Always there to guide to lead.  Always there to call us onward.  
 
It is God who has the plan and the vision, and we must learn to put our energies into  
trusting God.  He will guide.  He will lead.  And even through the things which lie ahead of 
us, God will show us HIS way, if we will but trust him. 
 
Let us put our trust in God.  Let us look to God for help and guidance.  And let us seek his 
paths.  Let our prayer be the prayer of David: 
“Show me the path where I should go, O Lord; point out the right road for me to walk.  
Lead me; teach me; for you are the God who gives me salvation.  I have no hope except 
in you.” 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER 
 
Lead us Loving Lord, 
In the pathways you have prepared for us. 
Guide us into your purposes. 
God of Grace, 
Let us always be rooted in you. 
May we always be in your hands, 
May we always desire only to live your will and your way. 
And may we experience you at work in our lives in the darkest times and in the lightest 
times. 
 
In the name of Jesus 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


