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READINGS 
 
Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will reward them for what they have done. 
 

Proverbs 19:17 
 
 
Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor 
will also cry out and not be answered. 
 

Proverbs 21:13 
 
 
Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, 
but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses. 
 

Proverbs 28:27 
 
 
If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the Lord your 
God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward them.  Rather, be 
openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need.  Be careful not to harbour this 
wicked thought: “The seventh year, the year for cancelling debts, is near,” so that you do 
not show ill will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing. 
They may then appeal to the Lord against you, and you will be found guilty of sin.  Give 
generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.  There will 
always be poor people in the land.  Therefore, I command you to be openhanded 
toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 
 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11 
 
 
They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know 
where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of 
Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days 
he will rise.” But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about 
it. 
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you 
arguing about on the road?”  But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued 
about who was the greatest. 
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the 
very last, and the servant of all.” 
He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to 
them, 3 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

 
Mark 9:30-37  



REFLECTION 
 
One of the most challenging aspects of our Christian faith is that we can never make it 
just about us alone.  Our faith is not inward looking - it is outward looking.  We live our faith 
not just in our hearts and our minds, but in community with others.  That community is 
expressed through Christian fellowship, often within the context of a church.  But it is also 
expressed in our care for the people around us. 
 
Jesus’ challenge to his followers about how to live is summed up in our reading today 
“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last.  Be a servant of all.”  And in his 
example of the child, he tells his disciples that they welcome and care for the very least 
people in society, they are in fact welcoming him. 
 
For many people that is just too much!  It costs too much to care for others.  It takes time 
and effort and there is no guarantee of success.  And in this world of ours the question 
often asked is “What is in it for me?”.  “Caring for others does not benefit me, so why 
should I bother?” 
 
It is not a very kind or commendable attitude, but at a time in our society when the cost 
of living is increasing and we worry how we can make ends meet, perhaps it is a question 
we will ask more often.  What is in it for me? 
 
There was a tribe of Indians who lived a long time ago in the state of Mississippi. They lived 
next to a very swift and dangerous river. The current was so strong that if somebody 
happened to fall in or stumbled into it they could be swept away downstream.  
 
One day the tribe was attacked by a hostile group of settlers. They found themselves with 
their backs against the river. They were greatly outnumbered and their only chance for 
escape was to cross the rushing river. They huddled together and those who were strong 
picked up the weak and put them on their shoulders; the little children, the sick, the old 
and the infirm, those who were ill or wounded were carried on the backs of those who 
were strongest. They waded out into the river, and to their surprise they discovered that 
the weight on their shoulders carrying the least and the lowest helped them to keep their 
footing and to make it safely across the river.  
 
Jesus says to all who ask what is in it for me, "If you want to walk on secure ground in this 
world it helps to carry someone with you."  
 
Our faith is indeed outward looking and outward lived.  And we grow stronger in faith, we 
go deeper in our relationship with God when our own personal devotions are matched by 
our care and kindness for others.  That love of others is not an optional extra to our faith, it 
is the other side of the coin of worship in church and of our Christian devotion. 
 
Indeed, there are ever more challenges around us in our world.  Living costs are much 
higher, and likely only to get higher still.  Our response though should not be to retreat, but 
rather to live out faith in worship and devotion and caring for others.  And that will be a 
blessing not just to those we help, but also to us. 
 
Amen 
 
 



PRAYER 
 
God of all. 
Your love for us is not dependent on how much we own, 
Nor upon our station in life. 
We do not earn our way into your good books. 
God of all you know us as we are, 
And you love us completely 
Because each of us is your child. 
For each and everyone of us, Jesus gives his all on the cross, 
The promise of the resurrection is a promise for all people 
When they turn to you. 
 
Gracious God, 
You love our prayers, 
You enjoy our company, 
Your heart sings as we worship together. 
But God of all compassion  
Your heart also breaks to see so many in need, 
To see so many suffering, 
To see so many feeling lost and hopeless. 
 
Gracious God 
We can show you love 
We care for another 
We can show your care 
In our kindness in action. 
We can bring you joy 
By our actions for the good of others. 
 
So teach us never to miss a chance to be kind, 
Show us how to care meaningfully in the part of the world in which we live. 
Let our care bear witness to your compassion. 
In Jesus name,  
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 


